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Criminal Intent 
Featuring: Lois Browne 
Interviwed by: Janet Costello 
 
Lois Browne is the author of Death on a Dig, a Gwen Madden mystery. She also has three short stories e-vailable.  
Lois is a member of Crime Writers of Canada. She has been a member of Sisters in Crime off and on for about 8 years. 
 
Q: Your first published book is a non-fiction work on 
the young women who played professional baseball 
during WWII. How did your interest in that come 
about? 
A: I was working as a researcher on W5, the CTV current 
affairs program at the same time that some of the former 
players in Saskatchewan were planning a reunion.  W5 did 
a story on the reunion, with me as lead researcher, in 
which we featured some of the Canadians who were 
among the first and some of the best players of the All-
American Girls Professional Baseball League. I had never 
heard of the League before that time and it was a terrific 
opportunity to learn more about it. Later Harper Collins 
Canada asked me if I wanted to write a book about it and 
I jumped at the chance. Eventually I travelled not only to 
Saskatchewan but to Illinois, Indiana, Arizona and Florida 
to interview many more of the women who played in the 
League. 
 
Q: What drew you into writing mysteries? 
A: I’ve been an avid reader from childhood of fiction and 
non-fiction. Gradually I got to know and love famous 
authors like Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha Christie 
and went on to reading Ngaio Marsh, Dorothy Sayers, 
Raymond Chandler, Rex Stout and other authors of 
‘classic’ mysteries. Although I don’t confine my reading 
to mysteries, it has always been my favourite genre.  And 
like a lot of people who love mysteries, I’ve always 
thought I could write one. I think I never took a serious 
stab at finishing one because I made my living writing, 
first as a journalist and then in corporate communications. 
I wasn’t able to invest the time and energy needed to 
write a full-length novel until I was no longer writing 
every day at the office. 
 
Q: How did you research the Mexican police methods 
that are used and/or feared in Death on a Dig? 
A: To tell the truth, I didn’t. I have visited Mexico a 
number of times, talked to a lot of people who have 
retired there and I read news stories about Mexico, 
especially stories that involve topics of law and order.  
There have been a lot of stories in recent years of tourists 
who have been assaulted by police or in other ways 
mistreated, of tourists murdered and subsequent police 
investigations that produced questionable results. That 
provided the basis for Gwen Madden’s unease when she 
is arrested and the motivation for the action she takes 
when she learns what happened to Alicia Lester.  I’ve also 

travelled a lot to countries where the police and justice 
systems don’t inspire confidence. All of that enabled me 
to imagine experiences that were not impossible in 
Mexico, which is all that is required for an author, I think. 
 
Q: Give us an example of how your locale 
strengthened the suspense. 
A: The locale is rural Mexico. Gwen Madden is cut off 
from everything familiar, where she doesn’t speak the 
language well and where she is amidst people who don’t 
know her and to some extent distrust her. She doesn’t 
know what to expect of the police or other government 
officials, which means she has to find her own solutions 
to problems that present themselves – like what to do 
once she finds out what happened to Alicia Lester. A lot 
of suspense is created when the protagonist has to guess at 
all possible contingencies in unfamiliar surroundings and 
then choose a course of action that will get her safely 
home. 
 
Q: What rules did you impose on yourself for 
managing the use of English in a foreign country? 
A: I drew from my own experience at living in countries 
where English is not the main language. I’ve had to learn 
to get along in French, Portuguese, Spanish, Italian and 
Greek.  I never learned more than a few words of Greek, 
but I learned to function fairly well in the others. It’s 
interesting how similar one’s experiences are no matter 
what the language. For example, at some point you stop 
noticing what language you are speaking and just reply. 
There are always a few foreign words that you use even 
when you revert to English, usually because the English 
word isn’t quite right. Once you commit yourself to 
speaking another language, you learn to use whatever 
vocabulary you have to make yourself understood. There 
are other experiences I could have drawn on in Death on 
a Dig that I decided to leave to a future book when Gwen 
Madden again finds herself in a milieu where asking 
questions in English just isn’t going to cut it. 
 
Q: What do you like about writing an amateur 
detective? 
A: The best thing about writing an amateur detective is 
that you don’t need to know much about the latest 
investigative techniques. The character’s psychological 
makeup and natural intelligence can drive much of the 
action. 
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Q: Describe your method of recapping your 
information throughout the novel.   
A: It didn’t occur to me that that was what I did until you 
asked the question, but of course, you are quite right. 
Mysteries always have a number of characters to act as 
foils, potential suspects, red herrings. But they also serve 
the purpose of providing a means of ‘recapping’ what has 
happened as the main character asks questions. Some 
writers have their main character thinking through the 
main points of the mystery and accepting or rejecting 
conclusions that then propel the plot. I don’t find that 
interesting to write or read. I would rather have the 
character take an action that reveals what they are 
thinking. 
 
Q: One of your blog topics is Amazon vs. Smashwords. 
What are a couple of key differences? 
A:  Amazon is much better known than Smashwords and 
it’s the first stop, I think, for many people wanting to buy 
books. That’s excellent for authors. And if as an author 
you use Amazon’s exclusive service, that is you don’t 
offer your e-books for sale anywhere else, Amazon allows 
you to offer giveaways and to loan your book out for a 
reasonable royalty. But for readers who have an e-reader 
that isn’t a Kindle, it’s difficult to use. Those people have 
to find a place to buy e-books that offer all formats. The 
best known such site is Smashwords which also will 
distribute an author’s books to a dozen other sites such as 
Kobo, Barnes & Noble, Sony, etc. I still haven’t decided 
which is better although I’m leaning slightly towards 
Smashwords. 
 
Q: What can you tell us about your next book? 
A: It’s another Gwen Madden mystery. Gwen is asked to 
make a delivery in exchange for a round-trip ticket to 
England and enough money for a holiday. What is 
supposed to be a simple if somewhat mysterious delivery 
becomes a gory murder, a romantic entanglement and a 
pan-European chase through Germany and Slovenia to 
find the culprits. 
 
Q: How has being a Sister in Crime affected you? 
A: Sisters in Crime is one of the organizations in Toronto 
that help to keep me writing mystery fiction. Its very 
existence is a reminder that I’m surrounded by people 
with the same interest in crime fiction. I’ve been a 
member off and on for years, more regularly for the past 
three years. I enjoy the chance to meet other people who 
are interested in crime fiction, especially other writers. 
The monthly meetings are great for learning about real 
investigative techniques.  
 
--- 
For more information on Lois, please visit 
http://loisbrowne.com/ 
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